
Central Corridor Affordable Housing Partnership 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
November 10, 2008  

 
The Housing Preservation Project (HPP) and the Community Stabilization Project (CSP) co-
convened the meeting, designed to bring together groups interested in affordable housing along 
the Corridor.  See accompanying list of attendees and the agenda. 
 
Two major goals were identified:  1.  Ensuring that a sufficient share of the housing units to be 
built on the Corridor will be affordable;   2.  Finding ways to protect the adjoining lower income 
neighborhoods from the negative effects of anticipated gentrification, in particular rising housing 
costs and displacement. 
 
Following that, the need for several kinds of information was identified—understanding the 
current environment (current affordable housing assets, current and future development 
opportunities, etc.), and tracking the various activities now going on affecting these issues.  
Among the current aspects to track :  the City of St. Paul’s recently obtained $2 million loan to 
acquire and bank land along the Corridor before it gets more expensive, possible TIF legislation, 
the efforts underway with Heading Home Ramsey, the potential redevelopment sites at Midway 
Shopping Center (reportedly for sale) and the adjoining Bus Barn site (owned by the Met 
Council), the HD-OD Human Development Overlay District project to track community change, 
the City’s upcoming Corridor zoning study, and the opportunities presented by the several 
thousand vacant foreclosed homes in the City now available at greatly reduced prices. 
 
HPP reported on the research it had done on how other groups around the country had tried to 
address these issues.  Groups fighting the negative effects of gentrification elsewhere all 
concluded that they wished they had started earlier, acknowledging however, that while there is a 
need to begin work before community change begins, it can be hard to motivate people into 
action when the change has not yet occurred.  As for tools used to maximize affordable housing 
along transit corridors, different tools work at different stages of the process.  For example, 
inclusionary zoning may well be an important tool once the development market gets hot, but it 
probably won’t be useful until that time.  On the other hand, two other strategies are urgent right 
now:  acquisition and banking of land before it gets more expensive, and figuring out how to 
make use of the current large supply of very low priced foreclosed homes. 
 
There was a consensus that an ongoing working group was necessary to began tracking all of 
these related developments, and to begin working on viable strategies to address these two 
community goals.  A smaller group of those who volunteered will begin meeting in the near 
future to plan next steps, and then to report back to the larger group. 
























